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Newman celebrated it's 10th
Anniversary with a mass held by
Archbishop of Birmingham, George
Patrick Dwyer. By this time more than
2000 students have passed through
the door.
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THE Newman College of Edu-
cation, Bartley Green, Birmingh-
am, celebrated its tenth anniver-
sary with a Mass at which Arch-

bishop Dwyer of Birmingham
was the principal celebrant, ,

Concelebrating were Bishop
Emery of Portsmouth, chairman
of the Cathelic Education Coun-
cil, and Bishop McCartie and
Bishop Cleary, Auxiliary in Bir-

Since the College opened in
1968 more -than 2000 students
‘have been admitted for full-time
courses leading to teaching qua-

Former students are now
working in most parts of the

Between 200 and 300 former
students work or have worked in
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Newman now has approximately
550 students and have a distinctive
affiliated status with the University of
Birmingham.

First Post Graduate Certificate in
Education students graduate.
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and Zimbabwe- also took part,
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New O-level for Catholics /57"
New O-level for Catholics (/74
NEARLY 2,000 children have teaching of the Church.  In June 1981, the first year ¢! |
takne an O-level examination in  Examples of such questions could - its operation, approximately 7 per |
Catholic religious studies undera be **Discuss the belief of cent of the candidates were |
new scheme run by the Catholics that the Mass is a awarded grade A, 63 per cent
. memorial ‘service ‘that is for = achieved grade C or above
* The 2i-hour exam covers the real,” “How would a Catholic (equivalent to the former *“pass”
Gospel of St Luke, Roman reply to someone who said that' levels) and 85 per cent achieved
Catholic doctrine, the Sacra- death has no meaning, that is grade E or above.
ments and Catholic moral simply the end?”, *Catholics do ~ Mr Brian Price, schools liaison
teaching. Most. of this--year's: . not have to agonise about what is - officer will send-a copy of the
candidates came.from the United - right orywrong, The Church gives  syllabus and the June 1981 paper
Kingdom, but pupils in lIreland them the answers! How far do = on application to him at 66-72
_ you agree?" and “What position = Gower Street, London WCIE
* The syllabus for the exam was ~ has Vatican [l taken with regard 6EE, S e
drawn up by a group of Catholic 1o the morality of nuclear arma- - The chief examiner is Mr A. F.
schools and serves as an ment and nuclear warfare?” The  Clark, who was the head of RE at
alternative to the existing ¢cxamination is not designed to St John's Catholic School, Upton
religious studies O-level. . test commitment in any way, but - Park, London and is currently a
" The questions are designed to 10 test a candidate’s knowledge  lecturer in the Theology Depart-
challenge the understanding of and understanding of the ment at Newman College, Birm-.
the candidates while eliciting the - Catholic faith. * 0 ; e o
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Graduation was unfortunately hit with
severe snow, this did not stop the
majority of students who turned up
for their graduation ceremony.

Students raised money for charity
by dressing as clowns and frolicking
In the street.

Westhill and Newman were the only
colleges that were still affiliated with
Birmingham University. In that same
year only six Catholic Colleges
remained in England.

1980 Autumn

There was an auction of slave girls in the market at Newman College Ta}ram on Saturday evening.
Our picture shows the auctioneer, Curt Jenkins, summing up the potential of four bots — Heather
Black, Maureen Healey, Theresa Kazoks and Mary Ryan.

Birmingham Ewvening Mail - Friday February 20, 1981 Real Rev
Submitted by students ¢
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The threat of closure...

9th August 1982 — Simon Quinlan
was about to have a holiday and he
thought he would water the plants.
On checking the post he found

a letter from the Department for
Education and Skills (DES) showing
that the College had not been
allocated an intake of pre-service
students for the following September.
Later that day, the Secretary of
State for Education, announced the
proposal to close Newman College.

The fight to keep Newman open
30th September 1982 — A crucial
meeting took place at the DES in
London. Newman was not closed
because of mass local support and
petitions from Newman staff and
students, which were presented Iin
London. 7,500 signatures in one
week were collected from Northfield,
Harborne and Bartley Green. There
were letters from Catholics who were
concerned for Catholic Education,
joined by parents and locals with
discussion from national and

local MPs, securing their support.
Otherwise Newman College would
have closed in 1986.

8th November 1982 at 3:30pm a
courier delivered a letter from the
DES to the College with information
that Newman had been allocated a
recruitment figure and thus survived.

30th May - Pope John Paul Il visited
Britain, and the College was to be
involved in singing and dancing at
the Mass at Coventry Airport. Former

member of staff Dr Francis Burns wrote:

“The weather was kind, the choir sang

well, and it was said that the Pope
could not stop himself admiring the
dancers who added colour and
movement to this unique occasion.”

The College had only 300 full-time
Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) students.
A new B.Ed was introduced, balancing
teaching and academic subject studies,
with three years for an Ordinary Degree
and four years for the Honours.

joins in
Rag fun’

Bubbing shoulders with
ladies of leisure is not
what you would expect
from a man of the cloth

But the Rev. Peter Rol-
lings joined some of the
students from Newman
College, Bartley Green, to
raise money for their Rag
Week.

The trainee teachers
from the college donned
tarts and vicars' costumes
to draw attention to their
street  collection in. the
city.

The money collected hy
the studenis is 1o go to
Monyhull Hospital for the
Mentally Handicapped, in
Kings Norton.

Mr. Robert Andrews, one
of the students on the Rag
committee, said: “We
wanted to draw as much
| attention to ourselves as
{  possible, and what belter
wiay lo do it than to dress
up

“We borrowed & milk

tre) joins in the Rag Week

float to drive into the cit " "
dressing-up stunt by Newman College students (from e city,
: i which cer ainl I 1 Four studenis brave Arclle  Gradua rls waiched as homer- authorily on Uhe histery of den- irain to Blrmingham with: four
left) Sally Mansficld, David Newton, Michael Bussey and | jogiced. o, THOE T gp{méu: e e Mirc o' ary Mator ud M‘% -lm'i %qh‘E “Warwick dentist 17 beurs io spare.
A ‘I'll = ferred Ll L na L2
Bev Raybould. We are not sure how a?l:';?m:r:ﬁ’m?mm:. pringipal of Westhill, and Mr & hesband sad wite e Selly "‘Em.r}%’:ﬁ:
s iy much miney we have | shared in an Elmﬂ Quinlan, of Newman, whe Ok, Birmingham, bonoured at o switched disciplines to gain
— m——e rﬂi!ﬂd, bllt all of u will O | unprecedenied degree ceremony  have steered their colleges 0 jpe pecasion are now both doos a Bachelor of Education degree
to the hospital,” he said. T e raduciis [n sdw malversiiy | T e e ek e n | e e R
A ' k ¥ e v .
o calion from Newman College Later more than 130 students in P’:‘th;{ﬂﬂ- teach geography

SRR STUDENTS MAKE DA

Physical education students at Newman College, Birmingham, made history by performing a dance
~-ama in St. Philip’s Anglican Cathedral. It depicted the raising of Lazarus from the dead. Music was

were, left to right, Miss Deldre
Entwisile, of Coventry, aged # the toro colleges roceived their Omne student flew in frem the

Miss Eil Hough, of Preston, "
q:; !!:e:l-l.m Cn'l:'mrl Cu'ﬁ:qp.: Eregatien. delays in Parls, snow In Londen Crraror, Prof Philip Tavlor, said

al Coveniry. aged 22 and Miss More tham 500 degrees were and fog at Elmdon lo land both college principles were
Frances Martin, of Weston- conlerred, among them o third eventuwally al Prestwick, Scel-  honoured for their work in
super-Mare, aged 22 honorary MA on 2 world land and catch on overnlght piioing their colleges toafil-

Speaking in the Aven Room of
degrees al the weather-hit con- pooy " of  Zimbabwe, beating the university cemtre, the Public

Liation with the aniversity.

The Universe, Friday, May 22, 1981—9
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Newman petition heads for London

(left) and
Brother Peler Rollings (pie-
tured below) with books of
petition  forms  containing
about 7,500 sigoalures —
presented lo the Depart-
ment of Education and
Sclence in London, as partl
of a growing campaign io
save Bartley Green's clo-

sure-threatened MNewman  galhered by college student W ey presented
Roman Cathelic teacher- union mn=.-rnl:er:a'g thm.f;}:' Eetltlan lo 5eln‘1inr utﬁnla&hﬂ:
training centre. efforts which included door. Finlay Scott. o
It is elaimed at least 180 lo-door calls and shopping _ Representatives Bro
jobs will go if Newman — centre canvasses in North- Rollings, Mark Camm,
the Midlands' only RC  field, Bartley Green gand Michael Baldwin, Andrea
teacher-training college —  Harborne, Haslam, with domestic staff
is shui down, under pro- Some 100 students MrsTwigg and Mrs Hudson,
sed Government culs, travelled by coach to the Spent over half an hour dis-

The signstures were DES London headquarters, cussing Newman closure

proposals,

r Scott told them DES
was still considering New-
man Elams1 and the ‘matter |
may be decided within the
next few weeks,

He confirmed DES had re-
‘ceived a large number of
letters objecting to the
intended MNewman shut-
down, i

1983 Alton Towers Trip

Under threat of closure, Newman
College and Westhill College formed
a unique partnership as an Academic
Association approved by the
Secretary of State to share resources
and enrich students’ experience.
This also included many students
travelling to Westhill College campus
In minibuses, to use their resources.

sthill
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provided by the Cathedral choir, accompanied by Mr. Hubert Best, the organist, and a string quartet. It
was the first time that dancing had taken place in the cathedral, and the first time that Catholic students

had taken part in a service there. Taking
Karen Littlechild, Clare Daly, Elizabeth

gart in the dance shown above are (from lefit) Rosemary Shea,
e

nner, Mary McLoughlin and Paula Stevenson.
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Train at Newman College

Two merged Christian colleges are examined in Birmingha

NEWMAN - und : Westlill are apread of comrass and teaching prirmary tedeher thmugh v o
twin collepen. Newnuen b 4 than the fwo colleprs were able  veur  Hotais
R_._:-m.u.1 Cathollc  foundsiaon:  so offer spparsicly, Edyentios  deznie
Westhifl i founded Iy the Eaih oollage fetaim ity own  Cradoate Certiflcote in
B K rod {?ur-:b-:-i nnd b pow  Coverning Body but the work of  Fducation. For wrving teschers
ecumenical, Both college the Collepes by conducted by & 5 wide range of degree, deploing
commitiities, therelore, are  joiml governons’ commities, & snd. piber in-service cOurses b
emhanced by Christlan vilies  sestios managemsem| leam gud & offcred 48 Both wecanddss pnil
and  background b welconne  joint scadesnic basrd. fienary =levels 1
undents of all roces and saltures Newman College, founded bw WestRAL @re
wha esther. thare or rexpect thiv  she Carholid Educarios Cownei] colliges o0 the LUnberdiy of
E'gli-ﬂﬂl el Banls of our = 1968, hone of the moas recent Prmanghiam which valideies &l
m‘?r?:m::;:_:. ks 4 :.tl.-&t:;p.i:'l- -JI"1IEI|-:!"rH Educstion o award-bearing courses

i, #lie il in this coumiry amd was The po bl |

approximately rwo mides apar, designed for teacher training. It anar.re-lé I-:[::E.':-ill::-u:l A Erq-?-,m -,-.::
mave recefitly emered into 8 fy located i a rexldential wnburh  immer fquadrangle of lawnie and
Ifihgue :"tfﬂdi"-'"“-' :"'-"-'-"JH'-I'HI- o rising . groand 16 the wath ireet wiith the aitractive ociag-
ppproved by the Secrctaty of weant of Birmingham onal chapel at its cenpre. Halls
Haie lor Educanion -J-I!IJ b—:g-:l:lﬂt mmmediniely  adjacent 10 1khe  af residesoe provide uighs akudy
i 993, By shaving their traiming  green belt. bedtoanms for wime 200 siedents,
fesoroes,  wudsnde = o eliher It i a specialisl college wow  coGvenienily adjecest 10 the
teaching arens a5l well-aiocked
Ithrary. Newmnn, & a Catholic
College, welcomen stalf  amd
shudends alie of whitever tooe
or calture, whi gither thare or
respet iBe fundamestal Chrpg-
imn valaes whdch are the foumd-
athom of gmir comaneniny 1ife

Sndenty are sctively mvolved
In the runnieg of the aallope,
providing fépdescfitalann oa the
Board "o Governors, the
Board snd
somekitees concerned with
garesing and reddlencs There {3
& frudings of joisi’ sandl and
sfsdent " dramssic,
ipodtisg and - soclal - sctivities
Codlegs 1ife o lively ged i Bt
has 8 wnne of porpose fiemily
resoied En @ shared falih,

Smidsnoy wEidi
Commsiisity aod
will B Bind ol Wesshdll for
their conirse. work bt may be
regintered. amd  live @ pither
collepe. Chaorch Edipcalion wark
in abo bazed
Teacher Education takes place
in both Cotfegen, Same subjocts
are tasght -af both chrspases
aiher aliposly aro based ol oo

m
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MNeweman Al
the  afTillaiesl

& trman foe
ol Work

Y areowelcomes o vikil gl
cilicge  Before yom make a
formal applicarion, We aligll be
happy to shiw yoo what life at
Mewemnan is llke ar give vou an
mlviory Enterview,  Whateves
your chaige, we ofler you ooe
pood withes for a happy and
it ul tireer,

Newman has a new Principal in
September, Dr Joan Cuming.

Computers just starting to be used in
classrooms in schools.

MEWMAN COLLEGE
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puter centre at Newman College,
young computer operator get to Bartley Green, at the weel-:egg.

munigal,

f the classroom computer |

congratulates
national priests body

“PARISH priotities” will come
under consideration at this year’s
National Conference of Priests,
to be held ar Newman Coflege,
from September

Cardinal

Conference's Executive
Secretary Fr Bran O'Sullivan
the VYatican
Congregation for Priests had
vomplimenied the cardinal on the
excellent work of the English
National Conference of Priests.

"1 naturally felt very proud,
although recognising that the
credit is due in large part to
yourselves and to the wonderful
relationship that obtaing between
yourselves and the bishops,™ the

Birmingham

Delegates from all aover the
country will examine priorities in
the priest’s life, processes of
parish consultation aad
sccountability,
education and ecumenical
These topics for
discussion have arisen oul of a
pationwide consultation of
Catholic priests and, once they
are tirned mto reselotions by the
conference, will be offersd back
to dioceses for implemenation.

The meeting Tollows a letter of
congratulations from Cardinal
Hume addressed to the

At the conlerence the practical
mansgement of the parish will he
issue under
consideration
Whiston, an executive with 1C1,
will seek to advise priegts on how
best to get the parish functioning
at an pdmisistrative kvel,

Mr. John Butcher, the at a new Birmingham-based teachers to handle new technol-
Government's West Midlands t¢8cher training unit. ogy In the classroom.

@ | Industry Under Secretary and & Mr. Butcher opened the com- It is expected that about 900

teachers a year will be tralned

HI i [ at the centre, which Is the only

"1 | grips with classroom technology which is intended to traln one of its kind in the Midlands.

Weathill

PROFILE 360
Mrs Sheila §
Dillon

MRS Sheila Dillon is the S
housekeeper at Newman Col- Sl
lege, which means that she
has responsibility for all the
domestic staff. Catering is a
separate responsibility.

Sheila has been at the Col-
lege since July 1967 when she bagan work there as a part-time
housekeeper, She had been approached by a Mrs Marjorie
Blackburn who, as assistant to the then Bursar, Golcnaiag‘_j J
Reidy, was looking for accommodation for students. Mrs Blackburn
raised with Sheila the question of a part-time job at Mewman
College F('l had never done anything like that before.). An
interview wilh Colonel Reidy followed, and she was offered the
pari-time position with responsibility at that time for six staff. She
received her training for this new venture from the Notre Dame
Sisters in Liverpool.

A DEEP LOVE

Since those sarly days Newman College has grown — both in
numbers and in signifiance — and with it Mrs Dillon's responsibility.
Her staff now numbers two supervisors and twenly six staff.

('l have a very, very good staff. | could not do my job withaut
them'). Her years at Newman have lostered 0 Ner 2 deep love of
the Collage and what it represents. She could almost be desaribed,
wilh all respect, as part of the fabric of the place, so close is her
association with it ('l have seen the College grow. When [ first
came here it was all mud').

She has seen, too, the coming and going of many generations of
students and has been fascinated to watch the process of maluring
gradualh{el:kmg place ("When they first arrive it is often a question
of a few tears — their first time really away from home — but slowly

u see them becoming young adults’). They leam from example
‘To begin with there is often no response from them when you say
"Good moming”. Bul | quietly persevere unlil eventually they say it
to you smiling as a matter of course’).

Sheila has personal conneclions with the academic life. Her
daughter, Jayne, was herself at Newman College and is now a
Deputy Headmistress ("When she went for her interview Fr Lesiie
Hatfield and | waited in the car saying the rosary! When she came
out and said she had got the job we wera wa'rr:r',red? Jayne's
husband, Ron, was also a student at Newman. Originally working
in accounts, he decided to change horses and now teaches
French. Sheila's son, Mark, took a degree in history at Wal-
verhampton Polytechnic and now is manager of a record shop. His
wile, Bridgelle, who hails from Belgium, is a Personnel Man-
ageress with H. Smauel Lid, the jewellers.

AN INFLUENCE

Fr Leslie Hatfield, a!raadi( mentioned, known as ‘Dad', was a
reat influence in Sheila's Iife. He was Superior of 5t Richard's

%ollege at Hadzor in Worcestershire, run by the Diving Word
Fathers ("They don't preach the Catholic faith, they teach it'). He
used to say that it did him good to be a guest at Sheila’s housa,
especially when Jayne and Mark were small, because it made him
feel a member of a family, Sadly, he was killed as the result of
guffering a heart attack while driving. ‘His’ Lady Alitar was brought
from St Richard's to Mewman College, and his chalice is still used
in the College chapel. ) )

Sheila has come to know many priests during her years at the
College, and refers to them as ‘the lads’. She remembers
particularly what a moving experience it was o see s0 many of
them gathered together there last April for the opening session of
the Emmaus Programme, which aims to brng priesltz closer
together in mutual support (A priest's life is a lonely one’). After 2

swiftly as possible so ‘the lads' could relax together in groups ‘for a
good natter’. Problems shared are problems halved. She recalls
very clearly, tog, a visit made to the College by the then Apostalic
Pro-MNuncio Archbishop Bruno Heim ('] remember him very much
as a connoissewr of wines and spinis’).

Surprisingly enough, Sheila also finds time every weskend 1o act
as housekeeper at St Joseph's Presbytery, Burslem, for Frs Tom
Maorris and Tom McMamara, The demands made by a parish upon
a priest's time have been a real ‘eye-openar’ to her,

WARM AND HUMAN

It does not take very long in talking with Sheila Dillon to become
aware of her as a very warm, human persm:l'gy very well suited o
her job, which brings her into contact with a wide range of people. ‘|
love my job,' she says, ‘it is not a job to me at all'. This attitude is
obwviously infeclious. Il can be no accident that some of her staff
{'rn# ladies’) have been with her for as long as fourieen years. The
slaff are not chosen on the basis of whether or not they are
Catholics, but it is not at all unusual for one of her ‘ladies’ to ask her
to go into the College chapel to pray aboul one or anather personal
pmgb!am ('l never go to pray for them. | always invite them to come
with me so that we can I:ray together’). - _

‘There is an awful lot of love here,” says Sheila Dillon, speaking
of Mewman College. And again, 'l love people’. It is a sentiment
that must be amply returned.

meal had finished, she would ensure that coffee was brought in as |

Newman College lec-
turer Miss Joyce Sugg
read through 21,000 letters
while compiling her latest
book on Cardinal John
Henry Newman, after
whom the building was
named,

“I do need stronger
ﬁlasses." she admitted,
perhaps that’s why!"

The letters — just part
of Cardinal Newman’'s
correspondence — are
stored at the Priory on
Hagley Road, where he
lived during the last cen-

tury.
“me them Miss Sugg

has selected just 155 for
har hanlt “A Pasnlkat nf

e 25 February 1983
~ Northfield Messenger
. | :Cardinal who loved
’ :"Qh.gm was ce_r_'tair{ly-ff

.. aman of letters

She thought it uld b s
;nore accessible than thg
orthcoming complete edi-
tion of the letlegs span-

ning 31 volumes at a
£20 each! Eoea

The Roman Catholic
churchman, who may be
canonised, loved the
people of Birmingham,
and is httrieﬂa incha simple

ave a a Gr

ane, Rednal. S

“He had a lighter si
as well,” said Miss S:;{E
mfiie, ::ould be very humor-

Cardinal Newman’s cor-
resnondents ranca fram

Thanks to Newman Coliege

Staff_

by Fr B. O’Sullivan
Executive Secretary

ONE of the finest
compliments the NCP
receives is that each
year the Staff of the
College actually look
forward to our coming.

We look forward to
being there- too not
only for the Conference
itself but also for the
warmth of the welcome
and the friendly service
we receive from
Michael Cosgrove, the
Bursar, from Sheila
Dillon, the
Housekeeper and all
the domestic Staff.
Nothing is ever too
much trouble for them.

This year a disastrous
fire in the Resources
Room two days before
the Conference left the
chapel and
surrounding areas
black with soot.
Working frantically, the
cleaning Staff restored
it all to its usual

leaming state in time

or the start of

Conference. Their NCP
was not going to be
spoiled while they had
energy left to clear up
the mess!

The priests and
observers and guests
are unanimous in
offering our warmest
thanks to Sheila,
Michael and the staff of
Newman College for
their kindness and

enerosity to us over
the years.

Crest was approved.

Q6 Newman
@@ University

Birmingham




